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Examining unmet legal needs 
across rural Kansas

Darkened counties show where 80% of Kansas attorneys live. The same counties are home to 50% of Kansans. Counties are 
grouped by judicial district.
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Rural Justice Committee Charge
Within 18 months of the Supreme who support court and court-adjacent • Examine existing rural attorney 

Court order creating the Kansas Rural programs. recruitment projects in Kansas to 
Justice Initiative Committee, the make recommendations for supporting • Study rural incubator programs committee will deliver a report with and expanding those projects. directed at professionals, including initial recommendations to the Supreme programs highlighted by the National • Identify options for using Court. Center for State Courts Rural Justice nontraditional means to resolve legal 

As part of its report, the committee Collaborative, to determine whether issues in rural environments, including 
will: those programs or elements of them alternative dispute resolution.  

may be useful to a coordinated Kansas • Collect information and data about • Assess judicial best practices that effort.unmet legal needs across rural Kansas, facilitate meeting legal needs across 
including considerations for rural • Examine court-based and court- Kansas and identify impediments to 
counties with different population adjacent programs used in other states implement those best practices. 
densities. to bolster availability of attorney • Recommend any necessary changes services in rural areas.• Study pertinent statistical trends in law, regulation, or rule to improve 
related to Kansas’ population and • Identify strategies to provide attorney attorney service availability in rural 
demographics, including those specific services remotely in rural areas. Kansas.
to attorneys and other professionals 
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