
1 
 

Rule 1002 

 

NON-MEDIA USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN JUDICIAL 

PROCEEDINGS 

 

(a) Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices. Any electronic device, in-

cluding a cell phone, smart phone, laptop, or still or video camera, 

must be turned off in the courtroom unless prior written permission 

of the presiding judge or justice has been obtained. An electronic 

device must be put away and out of sight in the courtroom, unless 

use of the device is permitted by subsection (b) or authorized by the 

presiding judge or justice under this subsection. 

(b) Permissible Use of Electronic Devices. Court personnel, counsel 

of record, and unrepresented parties appearing before the court may 

use a smart phone, laptop, or tablet computer during a court pro-

ceeding if the sound is off, no disruption occurs, and that person is 

sitting in a designated area. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an elec-

tronic device must not be used for oral communication during a 

court proceeding, except under Rule 145. 

(c) Confiscation. Violating this rule may result in the device being con-

fiscated during the remainder of the proceeding. 

[History: New rule effective June 12, 2013.]  
 


