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QUESTION: The spouse of the judge’s court reporter is a lawyer and a member of
a law firm, all the members of which regularly appear in the judge’s
court. Must the judge disqualify in any case in which any member
of this firm appears?

ANSWER: “A judge...shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public
confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary.” Canon
2A, 1999 Kan. Ct. R. Annot. 465. The test is whether the judge’s
failure to disqualify would create in reasonable minds a perception
that the judge’s ability to carry out his or her responsibilities with
integrity and impartiality is impaired. See commentary to Canon 2A.

The mere fact that a member of this firm is appearing for a party in
the judge’s court would not, in our opinion, create the perception in
a reasonable mind that the judge’s ability to act with integrity and
impartiality is impaired, provided the judge informs all other
counsel in the case and any pro se parties of the relationship between
the lawyer and the court reporter.
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