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A Kansas district judge asks whether the judge may write a letter to a sentencing judge in
a different judicial district on behalf of a close family member.

The judge states that the family member is facing sentencing for a felony offense and has
asked the judge “to write a reference letter for them based on [the judge’s] personal knowledge of

their character.” The judge indicates “the letter would not be on official letterhead and would not
identify my job title.”

The judge notes that “A judge may provide a reference or recommendation for an
individual based upon the judge’s personal knowledge.” Rule 1.3, Cemment 2.

It is our opinion that the judge’s proposed conduct is governed by Rule 3.3, rather than
Rule 1.3, Comment 2.

Rule 3.3 specifically prohibits a judge from testitying as a character witness “or otherwise
veuch[ing] for the character of a person in a legal preceeding, except when duly summoned.”

The proposed conduct is contrary to Rule 3.3 and is prohibited.
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